
Vehicles 
 
1. Approach slowly,  

choosing the correct 
lane for your destina-
tion 
 

2. Yield to pedestrians and 
do not pass bicyclists 
using the roundabout 
 

3. Look left, and yield to 
traffic in the round-
about 
 

4. Turn right and proceed 
into the roundabout 
 

5. Turn right onto your  
                 destination street,  
      signaling your turn 
 

Pedestrians 
 
1. Always stay on the  

designated walkways, 
never cross to the cen-
ter island 
 

2. Watch for cars; you  
have the right-of-way, but your best protection is your own attention 
 

3. Cross the roundabout one approach at a time, using the splitter island as a  
refuge prior to crossing the next lane of traffic 

 

Bicyclists 
 
1. Option One, if you are comfortable riding with traffic, circulate through the 

roundabout like you are a vehicle 
 

2. Option Two, if you are not comfortable riding with traffic, dismount your 
        Bicycle and walk it through the intersection as if you were a pedestrian  
 

Modern roundabouts are becoming a more widely used form of 
intersection in the United States.  A modern roundabout is an  
unsignalized circular intersection designed to maximize safety and 
minimize traffic delay.  Modern roundabouts are not the same as traffic 
circles or rotaries that are in New England and along the East Coast. 
 
Over the last few decades, thousands of roundabouts have been  
installed in Europe, Australia and other parts of the world.  Recently, 
they have gained support in the United States in states such as  
Maryland, Colorado, Florida, Washington, New York, and Wisconsin. 
In the cities and towns where roundabouts have been built, even where 
the public has been hesitant about accepting them, they ultimately have 
been accepted because of their increased safety, reduced delays, and 
aesthetic benefits. 

     What is a Roundabout? 

Source: NYSDOT 

What is a Roundabout cont. 

Roundabout Characteristics 
• Circular intersection 
• Traffic in the roundabout has the right-of-way. 
• Slow entering and circulating speeds 
• Fewer conflict points / decisions to be made 
• Pedestrian crossings are located outside of the roundabout 

Feature    Description 

Central Island  The raised area in the center of a  
roundabout around which traffic circulates. 

Splitter Island             The raised or painted area used to separate 
entering from exiting traffic, deflect and 
slow entering traffic, and provide a refuge 
for pedestrians crossing the road. 

Circulatory Roadway      The curved path used by vehicles to travel 
in a counter-clockwise fashion around the 
central island. 

Apron   If required, it is the mountable portion of 
the central island that accommodates the 
wheel tracking of large vehicles. 

Yield Line            The pavement marking used to mark the 
point of entry to the circulatory roadway.  

Accessible Pedestrian  
Crossings      

Crossings are set back from the yield line, 
and the splitter island is cut to allow  
pedestrians, wheelchairs, strollers, and  
bicycles to pass through. 

Bicycle Treatments      Provide bicyclists the option of traveling 
through the roundabout either as a vehicle 
or as a pedestrian, depending on the  
bicyclist’s level of comfort 

Landscaping Buffer        Serve to separate vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic and to encourage pedestrians to 
cross only at the designated crossing  
locations.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Navigating a Roundabout 

Source: FHWA 

Roundabouts - 

A Citizen’s Guide 
Blue Car takes the left 

to turn left, go 
straight, or make a 

 u-turn 

Orange Car takes 
the right lane to 

turn right, or to go 
straight 

Pedestrians at the 
curbside look left for 

on coming traffic 
before crossing. 

 

Pedestrians within the 
island area look right 
for on coming traffic 

before crossing 

Bicyclists can  
continue through the 
roundabout take the 
travel lane, or may 

exit the roadway and 
use the crosswalk as 

a pedestrian 


